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25X1A5a1

In dlscuesing the approaching death of Stal:!n_ today stated
that hiz scuwress would tend to indicate that2gl)g1 %g& plauaible successor to
Stalin'e power would be Georgl H. Halenkov. -aeam.u to foel that
Halenkov 1s the most likely to succeed to the position of power within the
Soviet Union for the fallcafing? reasonst gsince Malenkov has bean Geaeral
Secretary of the Central Committee he has besen in a position to have eontrol
over the various rerts of the Party Grganizatién throughout the Soviet Undon
and just recently after the 19th Party Congress in October 1955 wher: the
Contral Coumittee was expanded by an additional 15 members, 11 of these ua.bers
cams frou the Apparatehiki, that is to say they ware mémhera of the Party
Organizstion over which Malenkov had the most immediate supervisory control.
It would appesr that Melenkov's recomserdation of these additional members to
the Central Committee was made with the approval of Stalin which may indieste
that previous to the mnouncsment of Stalin'a i1lness Stalin had earacrred
Malenkév to suceced him. Further indication of Malenkov's solidifying his
power position is the sppointment of 3. D. Ipnatiev in the new. Presidium
whao pr_ev&g&srlg%a]s Security Secrstary of the White Russian Party and is _
reputed _S% Rgé 1be in the Hinlstry of State Security replacine s
Hr. Obakumov who- now feels has been deposed. Ignatiev wap nominated
by the WIB Club in Moscow. 25X1A5a1

On the deposing of Obakumov .- states that he had noticed in the
newapaper Pravda that Obskumov's name was aissing from the list of peoplo who
signed their names to an obltuary for a fellow member of the x‘s{inist.r:;r of dtate
Security and that it has boes the practice before this time to have Obakuaov
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this report iz true i ‘muld' indicate that by placing Ignatiev in the Ministry
of State Security that Halenkov may hawve a foothold in the Securlt; Agencies
now headed by Lavrenti P. Beria.
Other indications tending to show that Malenkov has been improving his
position of power is the famct that since the death of Zhdanov the supporters
of Zhdanov have been replaced by individuals who have been brought up in the
party apparatus by Malenkov, These supporters of Zhdanov were three in mumber,
Popov #ho headed the Perty Orpanimation has been deposed and he 1s one of tha
thrés who have bsen replaged by Malenkov!s man, ' |
Another indication of liﬁlenkdv‘a improved positlon vae his recent agcu-
sations apainst the Jevriah- doctars whozm A%uax?ar%dly attenpting to assass nate
members of the Army Ceneral Starf and [Jij seems to think that o split mirnt
develop botween the Army and the Security Agencles of Beria becsusc of their
.supposed lnsbility to faerret out these "plotting doctors“.
Although at the present time within the Kmmlin walls & conﬂfécgkﬁ%gﬁ
A developing over the assumption of leadership of the Soviet Unlon, - goems
to fesl that a certaln facade of unity will be maintained and that it may be
auite some time before any individual has enough support to take over £he Soviet
povernmental machinerys
Malenkov's position at the present time is similar to that which Stalin
occupled prior to his sssumption of 52‘8%?‘,&5%0/{”*”;"1 in the Soviet Union after
the death of Lenin and it is felt by- that with Hzlenkov's control ovor
" the party spparatchiki and with his possible control within the Security Ministry
his rise to absolute power may be facilitat&d. Mslen)éov'a early training has been
mostly within the political sphere rising from a politicnl comnissry in the Army
Lo Sacrétary of the Party Organization in Hoscow. He then went on to head the
Cadre Soectlion of the Central Ccmittée and was a prominent lesder during the
1939=L1 period.
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At the’ 18th Party 0&6"5';“:;; in 1941 Mslenkov was elscted a cendidate
menber of the Politburc and during the war Malenkov was one of the Sive-man
- Council of Defense. During the postwer period he was mado a full momber of
the Politburo and sucocseded after the death of Zhdanov o become ideclogioal
spokesman for the party, In 1948 Malenkov became P#rty Secyetary. This in
the posiﬂim which he holds up to the prosent timo. »&nother indleation
which would tend to improve Malenkov's positon was a purge last .aumar of
the Georglan party organimation that contained many supporters of Beris,
gince Beria himself was at one time Secretary of the Georglan Paxrty-

Holotovts poaition seems to be weaker than thet of either Beria or
Malenkov ainee there is no knowledge of the power structure or organisation
within the Soviet Union that suprorts Molotov to the exclusion of the others,

Bulpanin although maintained as a liaison member betwesn the Central
Conmittee and the Army seems also to lack any polisicsl following within the
Soviet Unlon. Malenkovle nain cnerpiss ng can be seen have been apent in
internal affairs of tho Soviet Union znd there are some indicstions that
he is somevhiat of an isolatlonist to the extent of wanting to %%gg 1inmmal
Rusals perhaps to the saeriiles of any exbternal adventurers. -cmﬁmntm
that perhaps the satellite countries of castern Burope might bave dissidemt
snti=ialenkov proups within the various Natlonal Party stxructures bui feels
that with the pwrges of Logtern Europezn Communist Farties that theye is really
no support for the theory that any of tha satelllite countries would stape wny
open revolt and it might also be noed kaak the purge in the Hasterr Huropean
area are accredited to Malenkovs [ xtier fects that stico the 19:n

Party Congress in October 52 Stalin has helped to prepare the proce:s of sucesssion
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